
 

 This coming weekend, May 30th is the 

ñModelers Paloozaò IPMS/Northern Virginia 

Model Contest and Show. The NOVA guys 

have a lot of new special events and dis-

plays planned for this years show so it looks 

like an event not to miss. Check out 

www.novaipms.org for entry forms and addi-

tional information.                                          

I was all set for the trip down to the IPMS /

Winston - Salem contest and show in North 

Carolina on May 5th, but it was not to be. I 

was mowing my yard that Friday evening 

before the show and I got into a fight with 

one of my pine trees in the yard. The tree 

ended up poking me in the eye. After about 

an hour or two the pain was immense and 

hardly got any sleep. The next morning I 

went to the eye doctor and had to wear a 

contact lens patch for the rest of the week-

end. What a drag man. The sad fact is that I 

donôt think any of the RVIPMS members 

traveled to the show, and itôs only two hours 

away. Thatôs all Iôll say about that accept for 

giving my apologies to the guys in Winston - 

Salem on behalf of the club. 

Dennis Smith                                             

540-818-8162                                       

eastsmith1@aol.com 

 Finally after a month delay the club elec-

tions are over for this year, not that in was a 

big exciting event like our nations elections 

last year. If you missed it , the officers are 

as follows, Dennis Smith - President, Terry 

Eastman - Vice-President, Bob Rohrback - 

Secretary, and  Greg Clower - Treasurer. I 

would like to thank Ken Bowyer who was 

the Viceï President for the last two years 

and Drew Porter who performed flawlessly 

while holding the office of secretary for so 

many years.                                                      

The 2009 Shootout is getting very close, 

less than eight weeks and Iôm reminding 

everyone to get busy and sell those spon-

sorship packages, time is running out fast 

and we need the money. Jim Molinary at the 

Rail Yard Hobby Shop has given us a gen-

erous sponsorship for the show so be sure 

when you stop by his store, tell him thank 

you. There is only four weeks until the 

ñWorld War II in Miniatureò show and con-

test at the D-Day memorial in Bedford. Eve-

ryone gather up your models and make a 

special effort to attend. There will be tables 

set up for you to work on you latest projects 

so bring a model to work on.  
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Inside this 

issue:  

WWW.RVIPMS.COM  

Bob Rorhbackôs Austrian Airlines Airbus A-321 

NNL East from Wayne, 
NJ 

Devinôs Field Gun & 
Quad Tractor Build  

Mike Powellôs WW II 
MKIV German Tank  
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Victory Films - 
USAAF Newsreels 1944 -1945 

MSRP- $29.95 
Reviewed by 

Floyd S. Werner, Jr. 
IPMS# 26266 

 
 
  The final years of the war showed im-
pressive growth in planes and personnel.  
Victory Films latest release is focused on 
the weekly newsreels that played in 
theaters around the United States in the 
final years of the war.  It is interesting to 
notice the difference between the pre-
war newsreels and the final years.  By 
this time of the war the American public 
was getting tired of war, especially in late 
1944 and 1945.  This period covered the 
invasion of Europe, the beginning of the 
B-29 raids on Japan, through the end of 
the war.                                                                                                   
  The first newsreel is ñExpansion to Air 
Powerò.  This tells the story of the 15 Air 
Forces around the world at the end of 
1943.  What is really amazing is that in 
1939 there were only 36 airfields in the 
US and only 4 others outside the US.  
The AAF had only 24,724 personnel with 
just 2,402 aircraft, of which half were 
combat types.  In contrast this with Ger-
many having 8,000, Japan had 4,000, 
and Italyôs 3,000.  The growth rate is 

phenomenal with the number of person-
nel climbing to 2,300,000 and 57,000 
planes by June 1943.  That is phenome-
nal in any book.  Another interesting 
thing is the Soviet AT-6.  Literally, 1,000 
bombers a week were being produced.  
There are plenty of B-24s, P-38s, B-25s 
and B-17s shown in operations.  Armor 
guys shouldnôt feel left out as there are 
plenty of German tanks from the early 
war period. 
  Airborne Invasion is the second news-
reel which highlights the parachutist of 
the airborne.  Ike and Monty figure 
prominently in this newsreel.  Lots of 
great footage of the C-47s and gliders, 
as well as, the parachutist. 
The first air raid on Berlin is the next 
sequence.  There are plenty of B-17s, of 
which 40 planes were lost, shown 
throughout the mission, including crash 
landings.   
  B-26s with lots of flak and fighters are 
the highlight of the next sequence.  
Model builders will find the weathering 
patterns on the aircraft to be of great 
interest.  There is plenty of footage for 
diorama modelers.  Great nose art is 
another highlight of this sequence.  The 
belly landing by a B-26 is very impres-
sive.   
  Bf-110s flying formation and firing rock-
ets and Ike firing the guns of a P-47 are 

Newsletter Editor - Dennis Smith 
Eastsmith1@aol.com 

IPMS/Roanoke Valley meets the second 
and fourth Thursday of every month at 

the Science Museum  
located in downtown Roanoke at the 
"Center in the Square". The second 

Thursday building meetings are held in 
the classroom on the fifth floor and the 

fourth Thursday meetings are held on the 
same floor in the  

Conference room. All meetings start at 
7:00pm. 

  If you have any questions  about the 
club, meetings or need directions us. 
Please mail all correspondence to: 

Roanoke Valley IPMS 
P.O. Box 20841 

Roanoke, VA. 24018 
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very interesting.  This newsreel also has 
lots of B-26s. 
  Pacific Theater of Operations is not 
forgotten.  The first photos of the B-29 
are shown flying out of China.  Also the 
B-29 is featured and the size is quite 
impressive, especially when it is com-
pared to common thins such as a city 
block.  The factory photos are quite nice 
as well.  It is interesting to see Chen-
nault with the B-29. 
  B-29s out of Saipan are featured in a 
newsreel that also includes a Japanese 
retaliation attack.  The nose art is very 
interesting. 
  The Battle of France with gliders, C-
47s, and a spectacular P-51B in flight 
shot.  The ships of the invasion fleet are 
seen and the quantity is quire impres-
sive. 
  Operation Market Garden is discussed 
in the next newsreel.  Amazingly the loss 
of so many parachutists is just glossed 
over.  So much for the ñtruthò of the 
newsreels.  The chalk nose art on the 
gliders is really interesting. 
  The Battle of the Bulge occurred during 
this time frame and is touched on.  If you 
listen to the newsreel you would think it 
wasnôt too bad and that the fighter 
bomber umbrella was always there.  
There is a P-47 crash sequence that is 
spectacular to say the least.   
  The V-1 flying bomb is shownémade 
in the US of A.  Yes there is a newsreel 
that shows V-1s being made in the US 
and test flown.  The Loon project is 
unique and the internal footage of the 
assembly will be very useful for the mod-
eler.  The V-1 taking off with a B-26 
chase plane banking over the trolley is 
impressive flying on the bomber pilotôs 
part.   

Continued on page 7. 


