
 

dance and heôll give you a recap in his 

ñFrom the Crowôs Nest article on page two. 

It will be a few years before the National 

Convention swings back to the east coast 

as next years event will be held in Phoenix  

and in 2011 the convention will be held in 

Omaha.  

If youôre a IPMS/USA member and you 

havenôt voted in this years election, get to 

it. You only have a few weeks left to get 

your vote in. 

The next two business meetings contests 

are open category and in November weôll 

have the ever popular Carrier Landings.  

Oh yea! Write something for the newsletter 

and send it to me, very few of you have 

participated in contributing anything over 

the past year. All articles and pictures are 

appreciated.  

Happy Modeling, 

 Dennis Smith                                             

540-818-8162                                       

eastsmith1@aol.com 
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WWW.RVIPMS.COM  

2009 National          
Convention           

Review  

NNL Summer Classic  
Clemmons, NC.  

   Well we survived an-

other club cookout without 

anyone getting sick or 

stumbling into the swim-

ming pool. A good time 

was had by all and after 

munching down on some 

burgers and hot dogs we 

had a short business 

meeting to discuss plans 

for next years ñVirginia 

Shootoutò, the club Christ-

mas dinner, highlights of 

the National Convention and a review of 

the NNL Summer Classic from Clemmons, 

NC. By yours truly. 

The scheduled visit by Dr. Lee Anthony for 

the September business meeting has been 

postponed until the October business 

meeting were heôll give a presentation and 

talk about the European battlefields of 

WWII. Dr. Anthony travels thought Europe 

yearly visiting World War I and World War 

II battlefields and has extensive knowledge 

of  troop movements and strategies used 

by both sides during the war. This will be a 

special event so make plans to attend. 

Terry Eastman who arranged the visit will 

be supplying refreshments for the evening. 

The 2009 IPMS National Convention is 

history and from the reviews the show was 

a great success. It seems the only com-

plaint from the attendees was the inade-

quate lighting that usually plaque conven-

tions and shows held at hotels. The Con-

vention website could have been more in-

formative, the category sponsors and other 

information wasnôt listed until a few days 

ago on the IPMS/ USA website. Tim Ward 

was the only RVIPMS member in atten-

        Contents  

From The President  
From The Crowôs Nest 
National Convention 
NNL Summer Classic 
Terry Eastman Figures 
Floyd S. Werner DVD 
Calendar of Events 
 

 

Inside this 

issue:  



SPRUE                                                                  2                                                                    JULY  

1,127,356,489.........your share of the 
National debt?.........the amount of 
weight lost on "The Biggest 
Loser"??..........the amount of models 
I have stashed away???.......no, 
none of these.  This is the number of 
potholes and expansion joints be-
tween Roanoke and Columbus, 
OH.  How do I know?!?!?  I hit every 
one of them on my trip to the 2009 
IPMS National Convention a couple 
of weeks ago.  I took off Wednesday 
morning in the "Cooper" headed up 
thru WV on the turnpike (now $2.00 
a pop at the toll stations..good 
grief!!) and after a hotdog and root-
beer lunch at Frostop in Huntington, 
WV (still the best root-beer in the 
world)  I arrived in Columbus by mid-
afternoon at the Hyatt Regency ho-
tel/Convention Center.  I took a quick 
look around.  Some vendors were 
still missing and some setting up and 
the model room was relatively 
empty.  I traveled west to my hotel 
for a deserved rest and soaking of 
my butt (still sore from the potholes) 
and got ready for a busy day on 
Thursday.  I continued due west 
Thursday morning to the Air Force 
Museum in Dayton (actually Fair-
born) and arrived early enough to 
sign up for the first viewing of the 
"annex" buildings which house the 
Presidential airplanes and X-planes 
collection.  I got a kick out of touring 
the First official Air Force One, Boe-
ing 707 used by JFK, LBJ, and oth-

ers up thru Bill Clinton.  Felt kind of 
weird standing in the same spot LBJ 
took the oath of office after Ken-
nedy's death.  Really enjoyed tour-
ing the X-planes hangar, still one of 
the most eclectic collections of "one 
of a kind" aircraft.  XB-70 Valkyrie, 
XF-84 Thunderscreech, F-107 Su-
per Sabre, etc. make up a cool 
group of airplanes that would be 
great to see in action, they just didn't 
make the grade for mass produc-
tion.  If you visit the Museum, make 
this part of your tour.  After I spent a 
few more hours at the Museum, I 
traveled back East to the Conven-
tion.  All of the vendors had arrived 
and set up and offered the model 
builder (or collector) the opportunity 
to stack those shelves or work-
benches with the latest or kits of 
yesteryear.  The vendor areas were 
set up in two main rooms with a few 
auxiliary rooms for the overflow of 
vendors.  The model display area 
was in a huge room that offered 
plenty of room for the completed 
works of art.  By mid-Thursday 
around 1,000 models were in 
place.  The room was beautiful with 
lush carpets and chandeliers but the 
room suffered the modeler's bane, 
low lighting.  I spoke with a couple of 
the judges and they said the lighting 
created a problem with judging the 
flashlights were not a luxury but 
a necessity.  I don't know a final 
count for the show (no, I didn't 

Newsletter Editor - Dennis Smith 
Eastsmith1@aol.com 

IPMS/Roanoke Valley meets the second 
and fourth Thursday of every month at 

the Science Museum  
located in downtown Roanoke at the 
"Center in the Square". The second 

Thursday building meetings are held in 
the classroom on the fifth floor and the 

fourth Thursday meetings are held on the 
same floor in the  

Conference room. All meetings start at 
7:00pm. 

  If you have any questions  about the 
club, meetings or need directions us. 
Please mail all correspondence to: 

Roanoke Valley IPMS 
P.O. Box 20841 

Roanoke, VA. 24018 
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count...my brain cells don't go up 
that high?!?!?) but the room was 
plumb full by Friday evening.  My 
favorites on the tables were a nice 
New England boat building scene 
diorama and a 1/72 Lancaster with 
cut-away viewing.  The Best-of-Show 
was won by a 1/350 scale USS Harry 
S Truman which the pictures on the 
web do not do justice.  The raffle 
was done in a categorized "assign-a-
prize" format, with the drawings tak-
ing place twice a day.  This was one 
of the weaknesses of the show in my 
opinion, not enough prizes for a 3-
day National and not enough draw-
ings.  I won a couple of items that 
went immediately in our raffle for 
next year.  I did not stay for the 
awards as I was getting tired after 3 
days and wanted to get back with 
one day left to take care of 
chores.  My conclusion to the show 
was that it was well run, well organ-
ized and a successful show.  My only 
negatives were the down-town hotel 
convention format.  The traffic, ridicu-
lous parking fees, and multiple ven-
dor rooms set-up is not the way to go 
in my opinion.  I like the format that 
VA Beach uses much better.  But 
these are only small beefs, the show 
was a lot of fun and I saw and visited 
with a lot of old friends at the show 
and enjoyed myself immensely. 
  
Tim  

 


